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Our panel engages with the question of how the analysis of print cultures may contribute to 

the study of gender in Southeast Asia. Southeast Asian subjects have reflected, and continue 

to reflect, on the meaning of gender in novels, newspapers, magazines and, increasingly, in 

online media. This panel is specifically interested in social and religious transformations with 

relation to gender roles. Print cultures are valuable sources for such questions, as they offer 

audiences a platform for discussion about a variety of topics, including gender. We also ask in 

which ways colonialism, as well as decolonization, influenced gendered print cultures, as 

colonialism in many cases imposed a strict supervision on public discourse. Lastly, the panel 

aims to go beyond the study of text by engaging with the materiality of print culture as well as 

its visual aspects.  

 

Presenters and titles:  

1. Alicia Izharuddin (IIAS, the Netherlands), ‘Space and Place in the Production of Modern 

Malay Romance’.  

 

2. Kirsten Kamphuis (Münster University, Germany): ‘The Modern Woman on the Page: 

Questions of Religion and Gender in Indonesian Women’s Magazines, c.1920-1960.’ 

  

3. Eunike G. Setiadarma (Northwestern University, USA), ‘Writing Troubles: Everyday  

Feelings in Independent Indonesia’. 

 

4. Tran Thi Phuong Hoa (Harvard-Yenching Institute/Hanoi University, USA/Vietnam): 

‘Turning sacred places into tourist attractions: women going to temples and pagodas in the 

emerging tourism in Vietnam during the colonial period’ 

 

Discussant: David Kloos (KITLV, the Netherlands)  


