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Southeast Asia is experiencing interlinked processes of rapid economic growth, urbanisation and the emergence
of new, urban consumer classes. As part of these processes, the systems of production and consumption are
undergoing fundamental and irreversible changes. On the one hand, urbanising Southeast Asia is developing into
‘modern’ consumer societies, with the associated supermarketisation, motorisation of mobility, changing diets,
increasing energy use and new forms of dwelling. On the other hand, it is confronted with the urgent need to
avoid some of consumer society’s dramatic and far-reaching social and environmental consequences, which are
expected to hit hardest in urbanising Asia.
In academic approaches to consumption, a longstanding tension between systems approaches and practice
approaches is manifested, as well as a division between production and consumption-centrism. Because these
often fail to capture and provide solutions to the unsustainabilities of consumer society, new approaches are
needed to capture the complex relationships between changing consumption patterns and local and global
dynamics of production and provision (D'Alençon, Geertman and Kummel2018; Hansen, 2018; Rinkinen, Shove
and Smits, 2017; Wertheim-Heck and Spaargaren, 2015).
With this panel, we aim to advance interdisciplinary, cross-contextual, context-sensitive approaches that draw on
diverse theoretical and empirical perspectives and address the urgent equity, health-related and environmental
challenges in urbanising Southeast Asia. Possible topics include but are not restricted to food, mobilities,
infrastructures, and energy (combinations are welcome).
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